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BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE · SCHOOL 

The Ore Mountains in Carl’s Time 
Compact historical context on war, everyday life and Carl’s world – for preparation and as a background sheet. 

 

1 · A Region Where Work Was Part of Everyday Life 
Carl Stülpner was born in Scharfenstein in the Ore Mountains in 1762. Many families lived from farming, forestry, crafts and work 
connected with mining. Children helped from an early age. A comfortable life was not something most people could take for 
granted. 

2 · War Was Not Only a Matter for Soldiers 
The Seven Years’ War ended in 1763. For civilians, the war years meant more than fighting. Billeting soldiers, dues, supply 
problems and troops passing through could directly affect everyday life. Volume 01 begins with exactly this experience: a family is 
suddenly confronted by armed strangers. 

3 · What Is Historical in Volume 01? 
When working with the book story, we distinguish three levels: 

• ● historical – supported by sources or historical context 

• ○ traditional – passed down as a story about Carl, but not verifiable in every detail 

• ✦ artistic – shaped narratively for the children’s book 

This distinction allows history to be told in an engaging way while remaining transparent about what we actually know. 

4 · Three Terms for the Class 
Term Simply Explained 

Hussars Light cavalry soldiers. They moved quickly and were used for reconnaissance, 
security and military operations, among other tasks. 

Traditional account A story or piece of information passed on by people. It may contain a true core 
even if every detail is not documented. 

Source Something from the past that helps us find out what happened – for example a 
text, an object or an image. 

For the Lesson 
This sheet is deliberately brief. Particularly useful questions are: How does war change everyday life? How can we tell whether a 
story is documented or traditional? And why does it help to consider the situation of different people? 


